
MANUFACTURING, TRADE AND CONNECTIVITY (MTC) MISSION FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
	General

	1
	Why is MTC IAF-PP no longer offered under RIE2030, and what has changed in the approach to supporting Horizon 2 research?
	Under RIE2030, MTC funding will be focused on mission-driven research aligned to national and sectoral priorities. 

In support of this shift, MTC MISSION starts with clear, high-impact problems identified by the economic agencies, and uses active project management to adjust quickly as sector needs evolve and to maximise commercial impact.


	2
	How is MTC MISSION FI different from MTC IAF-PP?

	MTC IAF-PP operated through rolling, bottom-up programme calls and placed heavier weight on IRS-related KPI. MTC MISSION FI adopts a sector-directed, Portfolio Director (PD)-led approach where problem statements are defined upfront by Economic Agencies (EDB/ ESG), projects are managed actively by the PD, and performance is assessed with stronger emphasis on technology advancement and downstream commercial outcomes rather than IRS commitment.


	3
	What kind of R&D does MTC MISSION FI support?
	MTC MISSION FI supports medium term (3 to 10 years to impact)  mission-driven translational research aligned to the R&D focus areas identified by MTC Sector Leads. 


	4
	What is the role of the PD?

	The PD does not directly participate in the research activities but plays a central role in shaping and managing the programme. This includes defining key technical, commercial, and operational problem statements to form the programme. The PD then forms multidisciplinary R&D teams to address the problem statements by recommending and allocating funding to projects and actively managing the awarded projects within a programme. 


	5
	How long can an MTC MISSION programme run?
	An MTC MISSION programme should not exceed 3 years (36 months). 


	6
	Can money flow to international Collaborators? 
	No. RIE2030 grants are intended to fund public sector research conducted in Singapore. International collaborators can participate in the research, but they will not receive any funding.



	Application Process

	7
	Can researchers apply directly to MTC MISSION FI through a standard open grant call?
	MTC MISSION FI does not operate as a typical grant call. 

Proposals will be sourced and curated by the PD through direct or open calls aligned to the programme’s problem statements.

	8
	Is there a Letter of Intent (LOI) stage?
	No. MTC MISSION has a one-stage review process, and applicants do not need to submit an LOI. 


	9
	What is the application process for projects under a programme?

	Once a programme has been set up, the PD initiates the call for proposals. The call uses a one-stage review process. The Lead PI is expected to submit the full proposal and supporting documents by email to the MTC MISSION mailbox.

All proposals need to be endorsed by the Host Institution Director of Research. 


	10
	Can a researcher be a Co-I for multiple projects?
	Researchers may participate in multiple projects where appropriate, subject to the requirements of the relevant call and their ability to commit sufficient time and effort to deliver the project’s outcomes.

	11
	Do we need to partner A*STAR Research Institutes (RIs) in our projects?

	There is no requirement for applicants to partner an A*STAR Research Institute. Project proposals should, however, be relevant to the objectives, problem statements, and requirements set out in the relevant programme-specific call.

	12
	How are PDs appointed?
	PDs are appointed during the development of MTC MISSION programmes. 

Those interested to learn more about the MTC MISSION FI or future opportunities may contact MTC_MISSION@a-star.edu.sg.

	13
	How would researchers know the Areas of Investment identified by the Sectors? 
	During programme development, PDs may organise workshops or other engagement sessions to gather ideas and inputs from the research community. 

Researchers and institutions who would like to learn more about the MTC MISSION FI or future opportunities may contact MTC_MISSION@a-star.edu.sg

	14
	Can I submit an unsolicited programme proposal to MTC MISSION FI?

	MTC MISSION FI does not accept unsolicited proposal submissions. Researchers and institutions may contact MTC_MISSION@a-star.edu.sg for enquiries or to learn more about future opportunities. Formal project proposals should be submitted only in response to relevant programme-specific calls.


	Evaluation Process for projects within a Programme

	15
	What are the main evaluation criteria?
	Proposals will first be shortlisted by the PD based on their alignment with the programme’s problem statements, their pathway towards industry deployment, and their ability to deliver against progressive technical milestones. The selected proposals will then undergo independent technical review.


	16
	Is funding allocation purely up to the PD?
	No. Project allocations are subject to independent technical review. 


	17
	What does “clear pathway towards industry deployment” mean?
	MTC MISSION FI supports R&D that is expected to reach industry deployment within 3 to 10 years and with a defined pathway to adoption where relevant. 


	Active Project Management

	18
	What happens after a project is funded?

	Projects funded under an MTC MISSION programme are expected to be actively managed by the PD. 

The PD will conduct formal technical reviews at least once every quarter. 

	19
	What happens if a project is no longer relevant or misses its milestones?

	If a project is not meeting its technical milestones, the PD is expected to work with the PI to explore alternative approaches. If a project is no longer relevant or unable to pivot effectively, it may be closed early.


	20
	What happens if a project progresses well and is ready for the next stage?

	Projects that establish commercial traction or are ready for downstream funding may move on to follow-on funding (e.g. IAF-ICP).

	Key Performance Indicators (KPIs)

	21
	What are the KPIs researchers need to achieve as part of the MTC MISSION FI? 
	Research Performers need to ensure technical milestones are met for funding to continue. The PDs can also propose additional project KPIs or Objectives and Key Results, where relevant. 


	Others

	22
	How do I get an Open Researcher and Contributor ID (ORCID)
	Your ORCID is a unique, open digital identifier that distinguishes you from every other researcher with the same or a similar name to you.  

Anyone who participates in research, scholarship, or innovation can register an ORCID for themselves free of charge, and you can use the same ORCID throughout your whole career -- even if your name changes or you move to a different 
organisation, discipline, or country.  

To register for an ORCID, please visit 
https://orcid.org/about/membership/new 


	23
	What Terms and Conditions will be used for MTC MISSION?
	A*STAR has implemented the revised Grants Terms and Conditions as well as Grants Guidelines on 1 Jan 2020. This has superseded and replaced the 1 Oct 2016 version and all other earlier versions.


	24
	What is the rate of indirect costs to be factored in?
	Indirect costs should be budgeted at the prevailing rate of 30% of total direct costs. 


	25
	What is the purpose of grant calls and public workshops? 
	Public workshops will only be organised, when necessary, to pull together relevant researchers, to encourage cross talk and potential collaboration opportunities to address specific MTC problem statements in the programme the PD is scoping. 

Grant calls are launched by the PD, when necessary, to solicit projects that address the problem statements in his/her programme. These will be announced to the research community via the A*STAR website or through email beforehand. 




